DFSL Collaborates on Food Security Program for California

Researchers from the Dairy Food Safety Lab (DFSL) at the UC Davis Veterinary Medicine Training and Research Center in Tulare will be working with investigators from the Western Institute for Food Safety and Security (WIFSS), Stanford University, the Monterey Institute and local law enforcement offices on a program for statewide food security.

According to Director James Cullor, D.V.M., the DFSL, which is funded by the California Dairy Research Foundation, will collaborate with these organizations on the four important elements for food safety and food security—prevention, detection, response and recovery.

“With the big picture now focused on security of all kinds—from personal security to the security of the food supply—we need to be ready for an intentional introduction of an organism that might threaten the lives of humans and/or livestock as well as posing a threat to the agricultural economy in California,” said Cullor.

The program will explore food security issues on the farm, in transportation and at the processing plant. This news comes on the heels of an announcement of a collaboration between Texas A&M University, UC Davis, the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, and the University of Southern California for the development of a national center to enhance national security against animal-disease and zoonotic-disease threats. 

The $18 million project is being funded by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

